It’s so nice to have a look back when I write this report to see all the things we have done this past year and much like my report in 2024 we have done so much!
We kicked off the year with our 90th Anniversary Ball at the King’s Head Hotel. It was a great pleasure to see members old and new and a fun night was had by all. Having never organised a ball in my life I was a little apprehensive about how the night would go but it was certainly an evening to remember, though someone else can organise the 100th anniversary one! 
Following up at the end of July we had the first production of the year; Nell Gwynn brought a lively energy to the Georgian Theatre stage with raunchy jokes, music and much laughter. Well done to Max Walker on his first full length production for RADS, I hope it won’t be your last.
At the start of September we headed North to Sedgefield for the one-act play festival, entering Bride Before a Fall. This 3-hander was directed by Lee Bowles previously as part of Short Stories 2 and received great adjudication and reaction from the audience. It was wonderful to see how many RADS members made the journey up there to support our members.
In October we added once again to the RADS silverware with 4 awards at the annual NODA awards, Eleanor Harland and Rachel Hall winning individual performance awards, the cast of Macbeth winning best drama for our district and Mike Walker winning for his Whisky Galore programme design. I look forward to hearing about the nominations this year, fingers crossed.
Blue Stockings hit the stage in November as our second production of the year. A large cast was expertly handled by Gary Winn and we welcomed more new members to our RADS fold. A play with so many scenes, and a bicycle being ridden on stage Gary overcame the staging challenges and brought the late Victorian era to life. 
Our Christmas meal was a bit hap-hazard this year as our usual location of the Black Lion suffered a kitchen fire the week before so we were moved to the Bishop Blaize. The staff did their best with the smaller kitchen, but those rock hard brussell sprouts will live in my mind for a while. At least the wine and company were good!
As we headed into 2025 we kicked off the year with a raucous quiz organized by Alex, I never did get my head around that badly described film category… We followed that up with a trip down to The Station courtesy of Dan Westgarth in February as we were treated to a private showing of the National Theatre’s Prima Facie starring Jodie Comer. 
Gregan directed our final Georgian Theatre show of the year with Antigone, a completely different offering to the other shows this year. With a plain stage, minimal props and stark lighting this is a show that really laid bare the talent of the actors we have in RADS.
Our final performance of the year was as part of Mayfest, which I am so excited to see  becoming part of our regular RADS calendar. This hilarious pantomime-esque performance of Dr Reynard was wonderfully directed by Gill and performed with an energy perfect for an outdoor performance. The kids in the audience certainly enjoyed the poo jokes! 
We had more workshops happening in April and May, with Gary running a workshop around his script Tryphosa and Gregan’s friend Kathryn Carrick coming in to run a speech workshop - reminding us all once again how lucky we are to have RADS members who go the extra mile to organize clubnights for us.
Finally we rounded off the year by entering the Richmond Meet Parade for the first time in a long while. What came from me as a passing comment in committee turned into 10 of us having a real fun couple of hours as part of it. It was a great opportunity to advertise our future shows, the society and for Gregan to dress up as a squirrel. I hope that this will become a thing we start to do every year.
We are now well into the rehearsals for Monstrous Regiment, and I caught a rehearsal a few weeks ago, it’s looking great already. So make sure you have your tickets booked! 
We have had such a successful year both with our shows and all our social events, and that is thanks to you all, as we don’t have a society without our members! I think I’ve probably gushed enough now, just finally to say a final thank you to the committee who have put up with me running the meetings for the last 2 years. Now over to Alex for her Treasurer’s Report.
