RADS Chairman’s Report 2017
Ladies and gentlemen, I have to report that this year we have scaled the peaks and plumbed the troughs. 

We started the Summer season in fine style with Beki Harrison's production of  “Wyrd Sisters”. As an ensemble piece it was a triumph receiving good audiences and positive reviews. The cast thoroughly enjoyed themselves and most of the audience did so too. Thanks are due to Beki for bringing to life a piece of Terry Pratchett writing that some were a little doubtful of at first , but which we found ticked all the boxes for the Society by way of participation, drama and challenge.

Next we had a trough, for in that September, we did not enter a One act Play in the Sedgefield Festival. This is something we have done for many years. However we had no offers from directors, or would -be directors, forthcoming.

Having had no One Act Plays then along came two together. Tom Stoppard's “The Real Inspector Hound”  and  Peter Schaffer's “Black Comedy”  which were brought to us by Jim Brown. (Jim's fondness for absurdist drama having been nurtured by his marriage to Suzy and his stint as chairman of RADS.) The cast rose to the challenge of being in two plays at once and remembering which character they were playing in which play. The costumes helped. Mention must be made of the two different box sets that had to be erected one after another. Thanks to the hard work of our set production team. The plays were well received by all.

In the Spring we entered “The Real Inspector Hound” in the All England One Act Play Festival held at the Georgian. It was of great benefit to the cast and production team to have the adjudicator's comments to reflect on. Suzy Brown won a prize. Dan Cockett won a prize. Several people were nominated. It's not all about prizes I told myself...

Our Spring production was Gregan's long awaited and much anticipated production of “The Herbal Bed”. Could the actors compete for the audience's attention with the dramatic presence of real herbs on stage? Some fine acting and indeed a winner of one of this year's Lindon Medals saved the day. It's not all about being nominated I told myself... Gregan directed an evocative piece of drama with surety and aplomb.

We are now in rehearsal with the Farndale Avenue Housing Estate Townswomen's Guild Dramatic Society's  “ Murder Mystery” directed by Gary Winn. Offers of help are still appreciated. We also have a One Act play entry for Sedgefield Festival in September directed by Lynne Kerr, so things are looking up.

Having been in every production and not having received one nomination... I move on.

Our productions  have been the visible face of our Society. But behind the scenes we have the RADS committee who are looking after your interests and that of the Society in general. Without these people none of this would have happened. I would like to give my thanks to the committee. What do they do? I hear you ask. Let me refer to the last newsletter. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the RADS committee for all their hard work. They have worked tirelessly on your behalf.

Warnock has overseen the property brief and the improvements that have been made. Suzy has kept our accounts, deputised for the chairman and kept us on the straight and narrow. Mike as committee member has been responsible for media. He has produced the monthly newsletter as well as overseeing our website, updating entries, not to mention writing our programmes, banners and fliers. Gary has led the team producing stage sets.

The final three are Beki, Bruce and Julie. Beki has handled the Publicity brief. Bruce has fielded Membership enquiries and kept the list. Sadly they are leaving the committee, as is Julie. Julie has applied her considerable talents to the task of organising our monthly membership meetings. A thankless task.

I would like to thank all the committee members but particularly those who are leaving us. Their contribution has been of great worth to our society RADS. 

It only remains for me to say, thanks to all who have contributed, in any way, to RADS in the past year and we look forward to a successful year ahead.

Martin Ash,

RADS Chairman 
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